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JMAõs Musings! 

 

We are looking at this month being a month with more clients in Africa at one time than 

we have ever had! It seems that word is getting around about September being the best 

time to be in  Africa ð the Masai Mara has the migration in full swing and Southern 

Africa has seen the end of winter and it is dry with wild life concentrated around water 

holes so game viewing is fabulous.  

 

With the global financial position being what it is obviously  tourism has been hit hard 

with a huge drop in travellers from Europe and America to Africa. We are still very 

happy with our progress and there are some great deals being offered to us from some 

lodges ð usually a òpay for three and stay for four nightsó arrangement .  

 

The drought in north east Africa has not impacted on the game reserves in Kenya and 

Tanzania as they have experienced good rains this year. There is plenty of grazing and 

no shortage of water. Anyone visiting northern Kenya would see the eff ect of this 

drought.  

 

An interesting development has emerged from Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe. The bookings 

to this destination have super seded anything from the past. The hotel s are enjoying 

very high occupancy level s and we have even had difficulty gettin g some bookings at our 

favourites hotel s due to no availability . This is fantastic news as it means that the 

infrastructure in the area is being maintained at a high level and we know how well 

everything works here. A super place to take a break from the b ush and nearly every one 

of our clients now select to stay a few days here. In spite of this we have a great 

Victoria Falls special offer using the Victoria Falls Safari Lodge  that includes three 

nights at the Lodge, airport transfers, a dinner at the Boma , a sundowner cruise, and a 

guided walk of the Falls ð all for A $500  per person sharing. What a deal.  

 

We have received very positive feedback on our electronic virtual itineraries. Only a 

couple of very technically challenged clients have been unable to cope with it and we 
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have had to send PDF itineraries. By next week we will have a new version that will offer 

even greater information and detail for our clients and we look forward to using it. The 

visual impact is amazing and gives you a really good idea  as to what to expect and a map 

view including Google Earth views of the lodges etc.  

 

We invite you to have a look at our Facebook page www.facebook.com/destinationsafrica  

and add you comments to our wall and other sections . We look forward to hearing from 

you. You can also get on to John Mitchell -Adams Facebook page if you would like to. I 

invite you to join as a òFriendó. 

 

News from Savanna.  

With acknowledgement and thanks to Paddy Hagelthorn and  the Savanna 

Team, Neil Whyte, David Wilson and Greg Coates for amazing photos.  

 

 
 

There has been a slight delay with the latest blo g, so we have therefore compiled a two -

week blog. We have had some good elephant viewing over the past two weeks, with many 

herds coming down to drink at the permanent waterholes, as the water in the bush 

diminishes. 

 
 

This large tusker made a brief appearance and is certainly a very relaxed old bull. A 

young bull elephant was showing signs of a stomach ailment and attempted to alleviat e 

http://www.facebook.com/destinationsafrica


 3 

the pain by walking backwards constantly, and lying down on numerous occasions! A few 

days later, the bull was seen again and this time appeared to be in good health.  
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There has been plenty of mating activity with the leopards. Kashane and the Savanna 

female have been seen mating twice in the past two weeks, firstly in the vicinity of 

Tasselberry Dam, and then in Patty Pans Road. The Mobeni female from the east was 

also in the sighting on one occasion.  
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The Balabas male leopard has recently moved into the south western region , and his 

name has been changed to a more appropriate one. He is now known as the Day One male.  
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Shinzele and Mashiabanj have been seen north of the Sand River.  
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On one occasion Shinzele was feeding on an impala carcass which Shangwaõs offspring 

had killed. The youn g female begged for the carcass, with which Shinzele refused to 

part  

.  
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Hlabankunzi has been seen towards the eastern side of the reserve. On one occasion she 

was seen stalking impala on the firebreak on Newington Road, but unfortunately her 

efforts were unsucc essful.  

 
 

T langisa has been settling down on the western boundary, half -way up our concession, 

and has been spending a lot of time i n the firebreak. One day, she attempted to steal 

Metsiõs male cubõs carcass from a marula tree, but having climbed up the tree to the 

carcass, she was promptly rebuffed by the young male. She descended the tree and just 

watched the male from a distance as he reclaimed the carcass.  
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Herds of zebra have frequently been seen drinking at Georgieõs Dam. 

 
 

The large herd of buffalo has been in the western sector for the past week. Numerous 

old bulls have been seen, enjoying a wallow in the pans around the camp, especially no w 

that the days are starting to warm up.  
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The Mapogo males are covering a vast amount of ground at the moment. The brothers 

are also going further east, probably to defend their territory from the new coalition in 

the east.  

 
 

 
 

The males killed a buffalo bull at Nkombe Pan, and then  the three males were joined by a 

Ximungwe lioness and her two eleven -month old male cubs.  
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A couple of days later, the whole Ximungwe pride and offspring were visible at the 

carcass. The pride is doing well and the cubs are growing quick ly. 

 

 
 

 
 


